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Afterword 
 
The goal of this research effort has been to document and benchmark the wet weather regulations and 
policies of individual state, super-state, and federal environmental agencies within the United States.  The 
active participation and cooperation of knowledgeable agency personnel within the state, super-state, and 
federal environmental organizations in responding to the survey questionnaires provided essential 
information to achieve this goal. .  While the individual survey participants are too numerous to list even 
by the corresponding division within each agency,  the research team acknowledges, commends and sends 
special thanks to those agencies and their professional staff who participated in each survey, as 
documented in the introductory section of Chapters 1-8 of this Report.  

To carry out this research initiative, the creation of electronic surveys became necessary because of 
several problems associated with a solely Internet based research effort.  For example, due to variations in 
organization and presentation, it was found to be time consuming to scan individual state environmental 
agencies’ web pages.  Furthermore, it is often uncertain whether the information posted to such web pages 
constitutes the most updated and current version of a given permit or regulatory practice. 
 
Another substantial and frequent limitation arose in the form of an observed discontinuity between the 
survey results and information contained in an agency’s current permit.  Possible explanations for this 
disparity include misunderstood questions, incorrect entry to questions (causing the respondent to be 
automatically directed to skip subsequent questions), as well as respondents who were not correctly 
identified as being the most knowledgeable about a given wet weather regulatory issue. 
 
The Research Team hopes that the information compiled in this Report will be of use and value not only 
to the Water Bureau of the State of Michigan but to other agencies and organizations who are addressing 
wet weather issues throughout this country and elsewhere in the world.  This compendium Report is 
designed to facilitate the exchange of information, knowledge, and experience directed to the application 
of rules, regulations and policies designed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts of wet weather 
flows to surface waters.   Please note that any errors or incorrect information presented in this document 
remain the responsibility of the Research Team. 
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